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Inspired by Shirley’s wish to keep the family connected, thts newsletter and corresponding website have been

developed as a platform to learn about our relatives, near and far, past and present, and to share our stories.

’g\ UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS
- r -\ Birthdays for Generation 1 (the nine siblings of
' FAMILY ADDITION Voyle and Amy) and their offspring (Generation

2) have been gathered (per Grandma Amy’s

little notebook!). Birthdays of Generation 3 and
their first baby just in time for spring flowers in May! It's beyond will be gathered on the website.

Nick and Megan Mitd\ell of Huntington are expecting

a g.lrl an.d she V\tl” z.also b'e Todd a:md :I'raue S flrst' grand | Dech.... . N
child, Elizabeth’s first niece, Kelli’s first grand-niece, Charlie and Dec 20.......... Pisa Wand
Roberta’s first great-grandchild, and another adorable Mitchell
cousin for us all to welcome! 2025 Qtr1
: ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo Jan 6 ............ Mm’égowﬂ
: THE CHRISTMAS COCONUT? Jan 7. Tom White
. ) Feb 15.............. Qebbie While
. If you've ever found a coconut under your _
. Christmas tree, you might be a Mitchell. D Thaci Rewan
. : , , Mar 4.....cccovveueennen. Sue Fields
. A Legend has it that Christmas at Voyle and Mar 5 Reberta Mitchell
. Amy’s was not complete without an honorary | 77 = _
coconut beneath a freshly cut pine. While [l el
some family members have continued the Mar 16.........Chandie Mitchell
tradition in their own homes, no one I've asked

has been able to explain the reason for the “monkey face” fruit during the holiday. Was
- this some sort of early elf-on-the-shelf tradition? Did we have family from the South
. Pacific or other tropical lands? Was it a Gilligan’s Island-inspired trend?

. While a Christmas coconut is not a common tradition, as it turns out, it's not unheard of
either. The coconut’s fall to the ground is said to symbolize the descent of Jesus from
God the Father. Rolling to the lowest point on the ground represents Christ’'s humility. If
left there, the coconut will die, as Jesus died on the cross, but new sprouts will push
through the husk to form a new tree, symbolic of the Resurrection. Aside from this clear
connection to the Christian holiday, the coconut tree is also known as the “tree of life”
because it has a life span of 60-80 years which could sustain three generations and be-
cause every last part of the tree is useful to human life. Just exercise caution walking
under them.
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This little 29¢ notebook is how Grandma
Amy kept track of all her family.
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Let’s continue Grandma Amy’s birthday book....in a digital format! \2@%% 19 an joor
Wouldn't she just be “so tickled” at the thought? ' =
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How many birthdays can each of you add to our Google e Sy A
birthday calendar by the next newsletter (March 2025)? Y L d;a;_;‘;/cazz
s, : 5_/?&:
Choose from 3 easy ways: T S s, &/
L Lo

1. Click and complete this brief form; or j
Vi

2. Log in to mitchellfamilyfacts.com Member Home Page, and ?i«é/a/dwﬁ DTl
click the “Add Birthday to Calendar” button on the left side | Cvew (o » /07"

menu; or 3 l&? ,
3. If you have a Google account, access the calendar here. mfm @Z//%;
MGl (977

Send your news and stories for upcoming editions to Vicky at emptynestersl112@gmail.com or call 502-542-1399.



https://forms.gle/27XKt2UGUP8UdauJ6
https://mitchellfamilyfacts.com/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=f33480bf949d614ab274e4193ebee5a115ed3e6583dfef2af647883696345b2a%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York

